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RE: Dissolving the American Consulate in Jerusalem 

  
Distinguished Diplomatic Representatives: 

  

On March 4, 2019 the Trump administration officially closed the United States Consulate General in 

Jerusalem, putting an end to over 175 years of US diplomatic presence in Palestine. By doing, so the 

Trump Administration took a further unilateral step to undermine the prospects of a just and lasting 

peace between the State of Israel and an independent State of Palestine, with Jerusalem as its capital, 

on the 1967 borders. It also deviated from previous US administrations positions on Jerusalem in 

flagrant violation of international law.   

  

Per the announcement of the US State Department, the role played by the Consulate General will be 

integrated into a “Palestinian Affairs Unit” within the illegal US Embassy, in which even part of it is 

located within an occupied Palestinian territory. This “Unit” is under the direct supervision of the 

US Ambassador to Israel, a known supporter of illegal colonization in occupied Palestine.  

 

As you are aware, establishing diplomatic representation to Israel in Jerusalem is a violation of 

United Nations Security Council Resolution 478, which is one of several by the Council that 

condemn Israel’s annexation of East Jerusalem. Furthermore, UNSC Resolution 2334 calls on States 

to “distinguish, in their relevant dealings, between the territory of the State of Israel and the 

territories occupied since 1967[.]” Currently, the site of the US Embassy straddles occupied 

Palestinian territory, in violation of international humanitarian law, international diplomatic law, and 

UN Resolutions. 

 

This new development, in addition to the closure of our diplomatic mission in Washington, is 

indicative of the illegal policies of the Trump Administration aimed at normalizing the Israeli 

occupation and downgrading the status of our people. As such, it’s a new assault on the Palestinian 

identity, national dignity and our very inherent right to self-determination as a people. It reflects the 

ideological vision of the Trump Administration that is in full alignment with the current extremist, 

pro-settlements, Israeli government. 

 

While noting the overwhelming international position that has rejected this step by the United States, 

we make a clear call upon all members of the diplomatic community in Palestine not to engage in 

any kind of formal relationship or collaboration with the new entity created under the illegal US 

Embassy. Any engagement with the illegal US Embassy will be considered a step toward 

legitimizing this illegal action.  

March 7th, 2019 
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